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“A United, Active and Winning Province Through Sport, 
Recreation, Arts, Culture & Heritage”

Hon MEC  
NONCEBA 
KONTSIWE

DSRAC  
WELCOMES  
NEW MEC

The Department of Sport, Recreation, 
Arts and Culture (DSRAC) recently 
welcomed its new MEC, the Hon. 
Nonceba Kontsiwe, following the 
changes in the Provincial Executive 
announced by Premier, Hon. Lubabalo 
Oscar Mabuyane on 16 August 2022.
 
MEC Kontsiwe replaces the former MEC, 
Fezeka Nkomonye who has overseen the 
department since 2019. 

MEC Kontsiwe is a seasoned politician, 
who has served in Provincial oversight 
bodies since 2014. These include, the 
Eastern Cape Provincial Legislature 
Committee, Member at Public Accounts 
(SCOPA) and several others. In March 
2021, she was deployed as the MEC for 
Human Settlements. The deployment 
came at a time where that department 
had surrendered 338-million rands as a 
result of underspending. In her tenure 
as the political head of that department, 
she helped strengthen controls which 
resulted in sound financial management 
and the meeting of targets.

MEC Kontsiwe’s deployment to DSRAC 
comes at a time when nation building, 
unity and social cohesion are topical 
themes. She says her immediate task 
is to ensure that there’s continuity and 
ongoing improvements in departmental 
programmes and service delivery.
“The agenda is to position the Eastern 
Cape in greater pedestals in the arena 
of sports and recreation while promoting 
our diverse arts and culture. 

These should be done in a bid to 
reposition the socio-economic realities 
of the people of the province. The 
Eastern Cape has an abundance of 
sporting and artistic talent, our role as 
government is to ensure that we create 
a supportive environment that nurtures 

that talent and allows it to thrive right 
here in the province.  The question 
of social cohesion is very high on my 
agenda in terms of using sports, arts and 
culture to unite our diverse province,” 
said Kontsiwe.

DSRAC head of department, Sibongile 
Mpofu welcomed MEC Kontsiwe to the 
department, adding that the wealth of 
experience that she brings will greatly 
benefit the department. 

“We are honoured to have MEC 
Kontsiwe join the department. 
We look forward to her 
stewardship and guidance 
towards the development of 
sport and the arts and culture 
sectors,” she said.
“We would also like to thank former 
MEC Fezeka Nkomonye for steering 
the department through the Covid 19 
pandemic and for her contribution to 
the sport and creative industries of the 
province since her appointment in 2019,” 
Mpofu added.
  
MEC Kontsiwe is in possession of a BA 
Degree in Social Science obtained in 
1997 and Higher Diploma in Education 
(HDE) obtained in 1998 both from the 
University of Fort Hare University.
 
She further obtained a Certificate in 
Economic Development and Labour 
Practise from the University of Western 
Cape (UWC) in 2009 and a Certificate in 
Economic Development & Policy from 
Wits University in 2021. She is currently 
studying towards a master’s degree in 
public administration at the  
University of Fort Hare.   

Isisele Newsletter is a
stakeholder publication, 
produced by the Department of  
Sport, Recreation, Arts & Culture 
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The Resistance and 
Liberation Heritage 
routes were the focus of 
government programmes 
during Heritage Month, to 
reinforce the brand identity 
of the Eastern Cape (EC) as 
the ‘Home of Legends’. 

Amongst the activities 
that were held for this 
purpose included the 
unveiling of Walter Sisulu 
and Dr AB Xuma statues 
on Heritage Day in Ngcobo; 
to honour and immortalise 
their contributions in the 
realisation of freedom 
and the attainment of 
democracy. 

The programme included 
the official launch of the 
new name and branding 
of Dr. AB Xuma Local 
Municipality, formerly 
known as Ngcobo Local 
Municipality.

The municipality’s name 
change was announced in 
June this year, to honour 
the late Dr. Xuma who was 
a medical doctor, a political 
activist and a former 
President- General of the 
current governing political 
party and former liberation 
movement, the African 
National Congress (ANC).
 
Closing off Heritage Month 

activities in Qoboqobo 
on 30 September 2022, 
the Eastern Cape Premier 
Lubabalo Oscar Mabuyane 
unveiled a life size bronze 
statue of Reverend Canon 
James Author Calata in 
Keiskammahoek. 

Rev. Calata was one of the 
prominent leaders from 
the Eastern Cape who 
played a prominent role in 
the struggle for national 
liberation. He utilized his 
vast experience as an 
educator, religious leader 
and community builder 
to advance the cause 
for independence from 
colonial and apartheid rule 
in South Africa. 

“We are here to fulfil 
the promise we made 
as government in 
September 2020, 
where we revealed a 
marble and granite 
memorial built as 
the heritage legacy 
project dedicated to 
the life and legacy 
of Rev Calata. He is 
one of the legendary 
leaders  of our 
province and when we 
refer to the “Home of 
the Legends”, we are 
also referring to him. 

There’s something 
unique about the early 
leaders from the EC, 
they are intellectuals 
who were able to 
brake new grounds,” 
Mabuyane said. 

Ms Dorothy Calata who 
was representing the Calata 
family said, “ u-‘Tatoo’ 
as they affectionately 
called him, was a saint; 
he loved God, his family 
and dedicated his life 
to the African National 
Congress. I’m grateful to 
the St Matthews church and 
government for keeping his 
legacy alive. I do wish the 
current ANC leaders could 
emulate his leadership 
qualities and ethics.” 

Heritage Month, which 
recognizes tangible and 
intangible South African 
cultural aspects such 
as creative expressions, 
music, performing arts, 
language, food and popular 
memory, is celebrated 
annually during the Month 
of September.  The South 
African Government has 
strategically positioned 
Heritage Month as a 
vehicle to promote cultural 
diversity, multiculturalism, 
nation building, unity and 
social cohesion.     

Heritage Month Celebrations  
Government reinforces EC as the ‘Home of Legends’

Sivuyile Ngaba

Bronze Life Size Statues of
 Dr AB Xuma and Walter Sisulu

Hon Oscar 
Lubabalo 
Mabuyane 
unveils a life 
size statue 
of Rev Canon 
James Arthur 
Calata
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Boxing Champ,  
Nontshinga receives a 
hero’s welcome

“We want to congratulate 
Sivenathi on his title win. The 
‘Special One’, as Sivenathi is 
affectionately known was not 
just representing the people 
of Chicken Farm where he 
stays, or the people of East 
London, or Buffalo City 
Metro or the Eastern Cape 
for that matter. He carried 
the flag of the country high,” 
said Department of Sport, 
Recreation, Arts and Culture 
MEC Nonceba Kontsiwe. 

MEC Kontsiwe was speaking 
at the special welcoming 
ceremony of Sivenathi 
Nontshinga as he was 
welcomed at King Phalo 
Airport and special ceremony 
in East London, City Hall on 8 
September 2022. 

This comes after the 
Eastern Cape born 23 year-

old Nontshinga defeated 
Hector Flores on home soil, 
Hermosillo in Mexico on 4 
September 2022 and was 
crowned the IBF Junior Fly 
Weight World Champion.  

The East London boxing 
fraternity and fans, including 
his family, came in number 
to welcome and congratulate 
the ‘Special One’. The excited 
crowd was dancing, ululating 
and singing songs praising 
the new Champ, Sivenathi. 

“We are proud of him. He 
represented us well. We 
would like to thank his entire 
team for this success. As the 
department we cherish these 
moments where an athlete 
from the province of legends 
shines in international 
stages,” said MEC Kontsiwe.

An excited Nontshinga said, 

“I am enjoying this moment 
of victory, not only for myself 
but for my country as I am 
the only legitimate World 
Champion. I would love to 
defend my World title in South 
Africa as a homecoming.” 

Nontshinga was fighting 
outside the country for 
the first time, and he was 
accompanied by his trainer 
and father, Mr Thembani 
Gopheni.  

Sivuyile Ngaba
The newly crowed  IBF Junior Fly-Weight World Champion, Sivenathi Nontshinga displays his belt

MEC Nonceba Kontsiwe 
with Princess Faku welcoming Sivenathi 

Nontshinga at King Phalo Airport

MEC Nonceba Kontsiwe leading a 
group of singing and dancing 

supporters, welcoming the Champ, 
Sivenathi Nontshinga at 

King Phalo Airport
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AFRICA DAY CELEBRATIONS:  
A call to uphold African unity

Nearly a stone throw away from where violence 
erupted between local community members 
and Somali nationals at Durban Road, Korsten 
in Gqeberha in October 2021, the Eastern Cape 
government, led by the Acting Premier Xolile 
Nqatha; along with traditional leaders, local and 
African Nations groups paraded the streets of 
New Brighten wearing their African regalia to 
encourage unity and social cohesion amongst 
all African people living in the province.

Relating to the occurrence, Nqatha called 
for unity amongst all Africans. “That isolated 
incident strained relations in the local 
community and posed a serious threat of 
xenophobia as some South Africans calling for 
deportation of African nationals. It is against this 
backdrop that Africa Day should be utilized as 
a platform to promote unity, reconciliation and 
social cohesion.”

“We are a country that is founded on the 
principle of respect for human rights thus 
it cannot be right that our own citizens use 
their frustrations about their daily challenges 
to attack our brothers and sisters from other 
African nations,” he added.

The Secretary General of the Community of 
African Nations in South Africa, Abdul Olantuji  
shared the same sentiments, adding that 
Africa Day should be celebrated continuously 
throughout the year and be a platform talk about 
issues challenging the country and the rest of 
Africa.

“I want to believe that each one of us has the 
responsibility to uphold the unity of Africa. 
When you feel that in our communities there is 

something that is frowned upon, it is important 
that we should stand collectively and deal with 
such a situation.”

The annual Africa Day is a celebration of African 
unity and an important milestone in the history 
and development of Africa. It is the anniversary 
of the establishment of the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU), the predecessor to the 
African Union (AU), on 25 May 1963. It is also 
meant to acknowledge the successes in the 
fight against colonialism and apartheid, as well 
as the progress that Africa has made, while 
reflecting upon the common challenges that the 
continent faces in a global environment.

Sivuyile Ngaba

NETBALL FRIDAYS WORLD CUP 
AWARENESS CAMPAIGN
Netball teams from all corners of the Eastern 
Cape Province’s eight districts battled it out for 
supremacy at the Under19 Netball Tournament 
held in Maletswai in March to launch the Eastern 
Cape leg of ‘Netball Fridays’ – a 2023 Netball 
World Cup awareness campaign.

The event was the first of a series of programmes 
planned for the year by the Department of Sport, 

Recreation, Arts and Culture to mobilise support 
for the Netball World Cup that will be held in 
Cape Town in 2023. 

Netball Fridays are aimed at encouraging 
individuals and corporates to purchase and wear 
the official 2023 netball T-shirts every Friday 
ahead of the world cup.

Andile Nduna

Kuyasa Cultural Group performing at the Provincial Africa Day event



Mental health and wellness topics and to 
have access to the appropriate help. 

She claimed that doing this would make it 
easier for them to handle the stress of being a 
celebrity and leading extravagant lives.

A key highlight on the day was a panel 
discussion which centred around  
pre-existing issues in the world of arts and 
sport, and further highlighted the urgent need 
for programme such as Silapha. Speakers 
comprised of award winning television 
presenter and actress Nambita Mpumlwana, 
South African rapper and songwriter Gigi 
Lamayne, multi-platinum winning singer 
and songwriter Zahara, former Captain of 
the South Africa Women’s National Rugby 
Sevens team Mandisa Williams and the 
only South African boxer with a record of 
retaining a world title 13 times Vuyani “The 
Beast” Bungu. The panel discussion was 
facilitated by Eastern Cape presenter, author 
and entrepreneur Putco Mafani and Silapha 
therapist, Salome Nyaku. 

The Silapha Wellness Programme was first 
introduced by the Department of Sport, 
Arts and Culture’s Minister Nathi Mthethwa 
on February 26, 2021 at the State Theatre 
in Pretoria. It serves as a platform to help 
the industry overcome its difficulties. The 
department hopes to establish platforms 
through this programme that will address 
the emotional, physical, psychological, and 
mental welfare of athletes and artists.

Silapha can be contacted on the toll free 
number; 0800 007 088, on the WhatsApp 
number 060 709 7839 or via their website 
www.silapha.co.za.

On Thursday the 21st of July 2022, the Eastern 
Cape Provincial Arts and Culture Council

(ECPACC) in partnership with the Department 
of Sport, Recreation, Arts and Culture (DSRAC) 
launched a ground-breaking project of two 
drama series and a telenovela that will be filmed 
in the Province.

The announcement was made at a press 
conference held at the Osner Hotel in East 
London. The event was graced by various 
industry stakeholders and media representatives. 
The national broadcaster SABC, which is a key 
partner of the department was among the media 
representatives who attended the event.

Addressing the attendees at the launch, 
DSRAC former MEC Fezeka Nkomonye said the 
announcement formed part of the department’s 
plans to revive and develop the film industry in 
the province and to this end, through ECPACC, 
they have partnered with different film producers 
to film television dramas in the Eastern Cape.

“Through this investment, the department  
   wants the Eastern Cape to be a destination    
   for story telling for all aspiring and  
   renowned producers in the industry,” 

she added. An amount of close to R20 million 
has been invested into three productions by 
Jack & Jill Productions, Sisanda Hena Films and 
Tshedza Pictures, which will see young people 
from the province being employed and trained 
in the film industry through a skills transfer 
programme.

 
 
Nkomonye emphasised that the hub of creativity 
and talent that will be used in these productions 
comes from the Eastern Cape. The productions 
will prioritise the employment of Eastern Cape 
citizens and feature mainly  Xhosa scripts 
and stories so as to promote the predominant 
language and culture of the province. Other 
sectors, including hospitality, tourism and 
transport are also set to benefit from the 
economic spinoffs  from the film investment.

R20 MILLION INVESTMENT 
TO REVIVE FILM INDUSTRY IN 
THE EASTERN CAPE

THE SILAPHA WELLNESS  
INTERVENTION LAUNCHED IN THE 
EASTERN CAPE
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Panel members  who were sharing their stories on 
overcoming challengies that artists and athletes  

face in their career development

Zavela Makwabe

Zamambo Bandla

The Sisanda Henna Films 
team briefly telling all  

present about their series, 
KWI KHAYA LIKA BANI
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ICON’S JOURNEY: Running in  
the name of Nelson Mandela
Had former president Nelson ‘Rolihlahla’ 

Mandela lived past 2013, he would have 
been 104 years old today. Races like the 
Icon’s Journey Marathon strive to keep his 
legacy alive, way beyond the grave. Now in 
its 4th edition, the 103 km iconic marathon is 
growing in leaps and bounds. Over 382 runners 
participated in this year race across the 103km, 
35km and 13km race categories.

The marathon takes place annually during the 
month of July, which is also internationally 
celebrated as Mandela Month; and traces 
Nelson Mandela’s footprints and the places 
of significance in the Eastern Cape that this 
great leader had set foot on during his lifetime. 
Coincidentally, these places have subsequently 
become heritage sites. 

The race starts at the University of Fort Hare, 
eDikeni, where Mandela was a law student 
from 1939, then proceeds towards Healdtown 
(Nxukhwebe), where Nelson Mandela completed 
his schooling up to matric, then carries on 
through to Clarkebury and Mqhekezweni, and 

finishes off in Mthatha at the Nelson Mandela 
Museum. 

The Department of Sport, Recreation, Arts and 
Culture contributed over R450 000 in support of 
the Icon’s Journey Marathon.

Cheering the runners at the finish line, visibly 
elated former MEC Fezeka Nkomonye said,  
“As the Department we are delighted to be part 
of the Icon’s Journey Marathon. It is much more 
than an ordinary ultra-marathon; it is an activity 
we budget for annually because it helps learners 
from poor and disadvantaged families. Because 
of the Icon’s Journey Marathon, we have 
changed the lives of many children in this area 
where Madiba left his youthful footprints.”

 
 
 
 

The winners of the
103 km Race:
Men:
MTHANDAZO QHINA - (44 years old) from Nedbank 
Cape Town Athletic Club
SIYABONGA SAKWE - (40) from Nedbank WP
MOSOENYANE MORAPALLA - (43) from Hollywoodbets

Women:
SIVIWE NOMAPELANA - (32) from Chillies Athletic Club
NOWEZI MABOPHE - (36) from Real Gijimas
OTILIA NHAPIMBE - (39) from Orcas Running Academy

“As the Department we are delighted to be part of the Icon’s Journey Marathon.        
  It is much more than an ordinary ultra-marathon; it is an activity we budget        
  for annually because it helps learners from poor and disadvantaged families.       
  Because of the Icon’s Journey Marathon, we have changed the lives of many     
  children in this area where Madiba left his youthful footprints.

Andile Nduna

On 19th August 2022, rugby 
star, 26-year-old Lusanda 
Dumke lived every sports 
woman’s dream. The story 
of this Eastern Cape born 
young woman, orphaned 
at age 12, became one of 
hope and inspiration when 
she was awarded the title of 
not only the Sports Woman 
of the year but also that of 
the Sports Star of the year, 
along with a brand new 
Volkswagen Polo Vivo at 
the Provincial Sport and 
Recreation Awards held 
at the Boardwalk Hotel in 
Gqeberha.

Isisele caught up with 
the sensational blindside 
flanker for a brief Q&A 
session to find out what it 
takes to be a provincially 
acclaimed Sport Star of the 
year.

Please tell us a bit 
about yourself:

I grew up in a small village 
called Cebe ku-Centani. 
My father passed away ten 
daysbefore I was born, and 
my mother followed when I 
was 12 years old. I then had 
to move to Mdantsane with 
my older sister.

How do you prepare for 
each game/match?

I don’t really have a routine. 
What I have is a mantra 
- “all that I am, I owe to 
my family” - and it always 
works for me. My biggest 
motivation is my family. So, 
I always remind myself why 
I’m doing this. You see, 
rugby has become a tool to 
change my circumstances 
back home.

Who do you wish was 
watching you perform at 
every game?

The only person I wish 
could see me play is my 
mom Nosakhele Dumke. 
She died before I started 
playing rugby. I always think 
of her and I know she would 
be proud and happy for me.

What are your other 
interests besides rugby?

I understand that rugby, 
like many other sports is 
a short-term career which 
is why it is important to 
have something to fall 
back on. Currently, I am 
studying towards a Public 
Administration qualification 
at the Cape Town University 
of Technology.

How has rugby 
changed your life? 

When I lost my mom, I 
couldn’t see beyond my 
pain. I couldn’t imagine the 
future. I felt like it was the 
end for me too. Then rugby 
changed my life in a way I 
never imagined. I wouldn’t 
have seen the places I’ve 
seen, met the people I have 
or experienced many of my 
experiences had it not been 
for rugby. I can put bread 
on the table through rugby. 
I’ve even won a car!

Tell us about your 
highlights in your rugby 
career

Everyday is a highlight 
for me. Can you imagine 
doing what you absolutely 
love daily and call it your 
career? But if I had to make 
a few picks I would say; 
the first time I wore the 
green and gold, captaining 
South Africa in the 2-0 
series win against Kenya; 
being chosen as the brand 
ambassador for Adidas SA; 
being the Springbok
player of the year, but 
most notably and most 
recently I would say my new 
accolades for Provincial 
Sport Star of the year and 
Provincial Sport Woman 
of the year; and bagging a 
car at this year’s Provincial 
Sport Awards.

Do you have any advice 
to aspiring youngsters?

Never give up on your 
dreams. You are not 
your background or 
circumstance.

Q&A with 
Eastern Cape 
Sports Star 
of the Year 
Lusanda Dumke
Zavela Makwabe
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JOE GQABI  
DISTRICT’S  
Soup Kitchen 

Feeds Residents on 
MANDELA DAY

In line with the 2022 International Nelson 
Mandela Day theme – ‘Do what you can, with 
what you have, where you are’ - on the 18th of 
July 2022, the Joe Gqabi District Office, led by 
its Women Forum embarked on a Mandela Day 
Soup Kitchen Project to feed the Community of 
Maletswai and to assist in alleviating poverty in 
the area.

The district office heeded the call to do what you 
can with what you have and contributed from 
their own pockets towards the soup kitchen. The 
initiative was informed by the socio-economic 
circumstances in Maletswai, where children and 
adults frequently roam the streets due to the 
high rate of poverty and unemployment, as well 
as the district’s vision to safeguarded the young 
people of Maletswai from social ills such as 
substance abuse.

To make this day a success, further contributions 
were received from local businesses, including 
Pioneer Foods which sponsored bread to the 
Mandela Day Project Soup Kitchen as a gesture 
of gratitude to the community for its support; 
Shai Mechanical Works which made a financial 
contribution to the initiative; and the Youth Care 
Org, which assisted in mobilizing young people 
and parents within the community to form 
part of the project. The Maletswai community 
also participated and supported the project by 
assisting with the preparations. 

Various sporting activities such as soccer, netball 
and indigenous games were also played to 
help keep the young people occupied and off 
the streets. This brought much excitement to 
the youth as they all wanted to showcase their 
talent.

BOOK DONATION 
DRIVE IN HONOUR 
OF MANDELA DAY

In honour of Mandela Day on the 18th of July 
2022, the Department donated boxes full of 
books to Tshatshu Primary School in Qonce to 
help foster a love of reading and storytelling.

Welcoming the book donation, the Head of the 
school Mrs Ntombekhaya Ntshanta and teacher 
Mrs Nokwenziwa Khalimashe were pleased 
with the support from the department.
“Books help children make sense of the world 
around them, impart morals and values, and 

help teach the difference between right and 
wrong. Without that children will not be able to 
learn and that impacts their schooling,” -  
Mrs Ntombekhaya Ntshanta said.

“Books are considered a luxury in our      
   communities and children cannot afford them.  
   Donating books can change that by providing  
   much needed access,” 
   Mrs Nokwenziwa Khalimashe added.

Onwabile Vena

Monica Dyakumeni

Former Department of Sport, Recreation, Arts 
and Culture MEC Fezeka Nkomonye
officially opened the SOS Children’s library in 
celebration of International Mandela Day in
Mthatha.

“Libraries create a beautiful environment for 
the learners to learn and grasp knowledge
without any interference. Here learners feel 
independence to read and learn in their desired
manner.”

“Libraries are close to my heart; hence I am 
championing this programme and roll out
of internet broadband to libraries. The use of 

internet tool and services by libraries
are changing the overall development of 
libraries and they use internet for acquisition, 
cataloguing and reference functions,” said 
MEC Nkomonye.

The International Mandela Day celebration 
included painting the library, a dialogue and 
donation of sanitary towels, paper wipes, 
school bags, linen, cosmetic and goody parks.

18 July has been declared Nelson Mandela 
International Day, but as the nation we honour 
his life throughout the entire month. 

INTERNATIONAL 

NELSON 
MANDELA
DAY
Sivuyile Ngaba

DSRAC Women’s Forum handing over donated books to Tshatshu Primary School in Qonce
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MILESTONE LAUNCH  
OF EASTERN CAPE  

BOXING BELT

A milestone event to launch the Eastern Cape’s very first boxing belt was 
held at the East London ICC on 24 June 2022, as part of the Department 
of Sport, Recreation, Arts and Culture (DSRAC)’s Provincial Professional 
Boxing Development Programme.

The launch, jointly hosted by Boxing SA and DSRAC, marked the first 
time since the dissolution of the Cape titles, that an unveiling of such 
magnitude has occurred in the province.

Unveiling the belt at the launch event, DSRAC former MEC, Fezeka 
Nkomonye stated that the revival of this programme was essential for 
the development of poor Eastern Cape athletes. She encouraged young 
women to take up boxing as a sport as there have been major disparities 
between genders. She also commended the Eastern Cape athletes that 
have been making strides in the sporting world.

A budget of R2.2 million has been made available up until March 2023 
for the programme and its beneficiaries in order to revive boxing in the 
Eastern Cape.

The programme is considered to be one of the highest 
impact programmes that DSRAC has committed to rolling 
out this financial year, making it possible for boxers in 
the Eastern Cape to have an opportunity to show their 
achievements in a tangible form.

Sivuyile Ngaba
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NATIONAL ARTS FESTIVAL

Live performances 
kept  audiences entertained 

throughout
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The first live National Arts Festival (NAF) in two 
years, kicked off in Makhanda on the
23rd June 2022. Not even the dull grey weather 
and light morning showers could dampen the air 
of excitement in the small town of Makhanda.

Patrons from all over the country were excited to 
finally have an in-person festival, with a  
jam-packed programme, including live 
performances, arts and crafts, as well as the 
Eastern Cape Showcase features such as the 
Eastern Cape Indigenous Dance and Music 
Ensemble, the Visual Arts Exhibition, Lit-Fest, the 
Dakawa Music Festival and so much more.

Addressing the official opening of the festival 
at the Guy Butler Theatre in the Makhanda 
Monument, the chairperson of the National Arts 
Festival Board, Mr Ayanda Mjekula described 
the festival as a bitter-sweet one for him, “This is 
my last year on the National Arts Festival Board 
after having served on it for embarrassingly 
long years,” he said. “During my tenure, I have 
watched with pride, the growth in this country’s 
artistry and I am happy because I leave this 
festival in the capable hands of the committee 
that will steer it forward into its 50th anniversary 
in 2024 and beyond”. 

Mjekula added that even in this era of the 4th 
Industrial Revolution (4iR) it is still important to 
encourage children to love and appreciate the 
arts.

Also present at the event was Makhanda Mayor, 
Yandiswa Vara; Sarah Baartman District
Executive Mayor, Deon de Vos; Acting Premier, 
Siphokazi Mani-Lusithi; and the Speaker of the 
National Assembly, Nosiviwe Mapisa–Nqakula, 
who pledged her support to the festival. The rest 
of the festival days saw clearer skies and the sun 
coming out, much to the delight of the festinos.

One of the festival’s main attractions, the Village 
Green, was bustling with activity surrounding the 
vibrant artisan booths that featured a wide variety 
of interesting goods. There were fashion shows, 
live performances, delectable foods on sale, face 
painting and a whole lot of entertainment. The 
venues packed to full capacity, were bustling with 
activity as tickets to some of the shows were sold 
out, despite the tough economic times brought 
on by the Covid-19 pandemic. Lodging around 
town was also reported to be at full capacity.

The NAF is South Africa’s oldest, and the 
Continent’s biggest Arts Festival staged each 
year in June and July in Makhanda. It was 
founded by Prof Roy Sargeant and Prof Guy 
Butler in 1974 to offer the arts community 
a platform to showcase their works without 
any “middlemen” who would take cut of their 
earnings.

Zavela Makwabe

Stalls were also abuzz

Fashion lovers were in for a 
treat as fashion designers from all over 

the province showcased their work
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crafts showcased at the 
National Arts Festival
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Eastern Cape arts & 
crafts showcased at the 
National Arts Festival

Annually, the Department of Sport, Recreation, Arts and 
Culture provides a platform to hand-picked crafters and 
artists to showcase their skills and creative talent at the 
National Arts Festival in Makhanda. This platform is one 
of the department’s key initiatives aimed at creating an 
opportunity for emergent and established creatives to 
market and sell their work at no cost during the festival. 

The country’s creative sector was among the worst 
affected industries by the Covid-19 pandemic; its 
economic and socially devastating effects were felt 
worldwide, as a result, even big businesses were 
vulnerable to bankruptcy and closure. Many small 
businesses and vendors in the province suffered severe 
economic consequences as well; however through 
creative platforms such as the National Arts Festival, the 
department shines a ray of hope on these businesses, 
giving them a lifeline to recover. 

After a two-year sabbatical, the festival was back in full 
swing in Makhanda. This year, Government injected and 
supported the National Arts Festival with more than R13 
million, of this amount R2 million was ringfenced for EC 
Showcase, affording 124 enterprises from across the 
province a platform to showcase and sell their craft. We 
visited some of our merchants at their stalls for a chat to 
find out how business was going, and this is what they 
had to say:

Sarah Baartman’s Ntombozuko Madinda said 
the shweshwe bucket hats were her best sell at 
this year’s Arts Festival, “The shweshwe bucket 
hats were very popular with the patrons. I had to 
sew new batches throughout the night to sell the 
following day.”

Chris Hani Distict’s Onela Matayo, who has been 
a vendor at the festival since 2012 said business 
was very slow. “It must be because this was our 
first festival post Covid-19. I am hopeful that 
business will be back to normal next year.”

Joe Gqabi District’s Thulani Nodumzela and 
Thembi Bilisho unanimously agreed that this 
year’s festival was good for their business. “The 
trick, we discovered was to take orders and 50% 
of the payment upfront. We would then work 
throughout the night and deliver the following day. 
We made good money that way,” said Thembi.

Alfred Nzo’s Nobongile Mfusi said beadwork was 
the popular choice at their stall. “We did better 
than I imagined. People were slowly trickling in 
at the beginning and the last days are always the 
busiest.”

Amathole District’s Bulelwa Ntabeni and Thandile 
Ntshingwa were excited to have had a German 
tourist visit their stall. “She asked us to dress 
her up as a Xhosa makoti. We played dress up 
adorned her with beads and drips. She was so 
beautiful. We named her Limise.”

Zavela Makwabe
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THE EASTERN CAPE 
LEADS IN THE ABOLISHMENT 
OF COLONIAL NAMES
The South African Geographical 
Names Council (SAGNC) in 
conjunction with the Department of 
Sport, Arts, and Culture (DSAC), the 
Department of Sport, Recreation, 
Arts and Culture (DSRAC), as well 
as the provincial geographical 
names committees (PGNCS) 
from the nine provinces, hosted a 
capacity-building and awareness 
workshop in East London from the 
22 – 24 June 2022.

The workshop was graced by over 

100 attendees, including members 
of the SAGNC and secretariat, 
municipalities, traditional leaders, 
PGNC members, and the South 
African Local Government 
Association (SALGA), among 
others; who were capacitated on 
the mandate of the council, the 
role of the PGNCs and the name 
change processes.

Members of the council and 
the PGNCs also met to discuss 
geographical names for approval 

by the Minister of DSAC.

The chairperson of the SAGNC, 
Palesa Kadi commended the 
Eastern Cape for the sterling
work that its PGNC has done to 
date and added that the Eastern 
Cape was the leading province 
when it comes to geographical 
name changes.

“Since 2015, the Eastern Cape 
Provincial Geographical Names 
Council has facilitated the

standardisation of 167 name 
changes, corrections of spelling, 
and registrations. Examples 
of these would be, Makhanda 
(Grahamstown), Gqeberha (Port 
Elizabeth); Kariega  (Uitenhage), 
Komani (Queenstown), and James 
Calata (Jamestown),” she said.

Kadi added that despite this 
achievement, there is still much 
transformation that is needed to 
take place with regards to colonial 
names..

Gugulethu Mtumane

In the true sense of the phrase – ‘dynamite 
comes in small packages’ - Vuyo Nqindana, 
a 19-year-old praise singer from OR Tambo 
received a standing ovation as he recited 
a praise poem just before President Cyril 
Ramaphosa delivered his keynote address at 
the Youth Day celebrations held in Mthatha.

Hosted under the theme: ‘Promoting sustainable 
livelihood and resilience of young people for 
a better tomorrow’ - President Ramaphosa 
highlighted challenges faced by the youth and 
presented interventions put  
 
 
 
 
 
 
in place by government to address these 
challenges. This includes the announcement of 
the Presidential Youth Employment Intervention, 
which is a comprehensive response to the youth 
unemployment challenges.

“The Presidential Employment Stimulus, which 
supports public and social employment has 
created close to 880 000 job opportunities since 
it was established. A flagship initiative of the 

employment stimulus is the school assistants 
programme, which has placed 287 000 young 
people in schools across the country.”

“These young people are accessing meaningful 
employment while supporting teachers and 
contributing to positive learning outcomes 
in our schools. The latest programme to be 
launched through the employment stimulus is 
the Social Employment Fund. It has begun to 
recruit 50 000 participants in community safety, 
food and nutrition, digital inclusion, and sports,
arts and recreation,” said President Ramaphosa.

The Youth Day event also gave a platform to 
young entrepreneurs to inspire other young 
people to keep chasing their aspirations and 
make use of government initiatives designed to 
assist them.

Nozuko Tshoba, a young woman who started a 
cleaning services company during the Covid-19 
Lockdown period, was one of the entrepreneur 
recipients of government support. Her business 

produces cleaning detergents and was funded 
by National Youth Development Agency (NYDA). 
She expressed her gratitude saying, “I am the 
embodiment of government support for young 
people. I was not only supported by NYDA but 
other government entities.”

Sibusiso Ngwenya, who owns a socks brand 
which is distributed by a big retailer, The 
Foschini Group (TFG), also gave his testimony. 
He revealed that he had also entered the auto 
sector to manufacture the first South African car 

brand, which would provide job opportunities 
for other young people. He asserted that 
opportunity required perseverance, hard work, 
and hope.This year marks the 46th anniversary 
of the 16 June 1976 student uprising in Soweto, 
when young people protested against the 
apartheid regime’s imposition of Afrikaans as a 
medium of instruction. 

PRESIDENT RAMAPHOSA  
ANNOUNCES INTERVENTIONS TO  
CURB YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT 
Sivuyile Ngaba
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PRESIDENT RAMAPHOSA  
ANNOUNCES INTERVENTIONS TO  
CURB YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT 

YOUNG 
PATRIOTS:
Educating 
The Youth 
About The 
Country’s 
History and 
Heritage

As part of the build-up programme towards 
Youth Day celebrations on June 16th, 
members of the Young Patriots initiative 
from the O.R. Tambo district visited the A.V. 
Plaatjies High School and a local orphanage 
in Mthatha in an effort to promote patriotism 
and social cohesion amongst the young 
people of that town.

Activities on the day entailed the painting 
of the school and orphanage buildings, 
giving them a new lease of life; including 
the painting of national symbols such as 
the South African flag, the national flower; 
the Protea, and Springbok, which is South 
Africa’s national animal on the school walls to 
educate the youth about the country and its 
national symbols.

Assistant manager of the Special Unit 
Programme (SPU) at the Department of
Sport, Recreation, Arts & Culture, Tembisa 
Rulumeni believes that there is a major 
lack of knowledge being shared with young 
people about the country. Therefore, it is the 
responsibility of programmes such as Young 
Patriots to combat this.

“Efforts such as these are done in the hope of 
instilling patriotism and social cohesion within 
the young people of our country,” she said.

The Young Patriots programme is aimed 
at educating the youth about history and 
heritage through practical experience. It 
engages young South Africans in activities 
aimed at popularising national symbols such 
as the national anthem and the national flag 
in schools, the audit of human treasures in 
communities as well as installation of flag 
poles. These activities are intended to build 
awareness of South Africa’s history and instil 
a sense of patriotism among the recruited 
patriots. Participants work as community 
activists, engaging youth at schools and 
community libraries to encourage social 
cohesion, nation-building and youth pride in 
their nationality.

Gugulethu Mtumane 

DSRAC stands against  
gender-based violence

According to the overview of the 
Eastern Cape Crime Statistics 
covering the fourth quarter of 
the 2021/2022 financial year as 
released by the Department of 
Community Safety released in 
the June this year, the number 
of sexual offences, including 
rape and sexual assault rose by 
10.2%.

Compelled by the alarmingly 
high rate of crime in the country, 
the Department of Sport, 
Recreation, Arts and Culture, as 
custodians for social cohesion, 
rallied together its departmental 
forums and took to the streets 
of Qonce on the 08th of June 
2022 to march against gender-
based violence (GBV) towards 
women, children and persons 
with disabilities.

The 8km march, under the 
theme – ‘Don’t stand by when 
you see or hear of abuse’ - 
started at the DSRAC Head 
Office and headed to the South 
African Police Service Provincial 
Headquarters in Zwelitsha. 
Nearly 100 officials took part in 
the March. The aim of the march 
was to raise awareness of the 
scourge of GBV in the province.

Zavela Makwabe

CELEBRATING  
100 YEARS OF 
ARCHIVES
An old African proverb maintains that - ‘when an 
elder dies, a library burns
to the ground’ - I want to add that this is also an 
archive that is lost forever,” - these were the
words of the Department of Sport, Arts and 
Culture (DSAC) Deputy Minister, Nocawe Mafu,
as she officially opened this year’s National 
Archives Week held at the Abbotsford Christian
Centre in June.

“Usually and sadly, it’s not until we’re older that 
we appreciate the wisdom in the archives of
those who have come before us; and we should 
therefore ask how could knowing those stories 
have changed the trajectory of our lives, our 
histories, and our futures,” remarked Mafu.

She encouraged learners in attendance to ensure 
that they make time to visit an archive repository 
and learn about the collections there and utilise 
them for the projects they are assigned. 
“The selfies you take today are your archives, 
they will matter to the generation that will come 
after you,” she added.

The National Archives Week programme took 
place from 6 – 10 June 2022 at several locations 
throughout the Buffalo City district, all aimed 
increasing public awareness of the archiving 
field as well as to get communities to understand 
the value of archives in the preservation of 
social memory. The event also served as a 
means to improve the private and public sector 
understanding of the necessity for long-term 
archival preservation and access.

This year’s event marked one hundred years of 
the founding of the National Archives Act
as promulgated on 22 May 1922 and was 
celebrated under the theme - “100 years of 
Archival: Role and strides made by our memory 
institutions in preserving documentary heritage.” 

The Department of Sport, Recreation, Arts 
and Culture, through its Archives and Records 
Services Directorate, is responsible for the 
management of the Eastern Cape Provincial 
Archives, with repositories in Mthatha, Qonce and 
Gqeberha.

Zavela Makwabe
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HOMEGROWN TALENT HONOURED  
AT THE EC ARTS & CULTURE AWARDS

“I am happy yet so sad that I am the only surviving member of the band to 
stand here and receive this honour. All the other members are now gone,” 
said an emotional Vuyelwa Luzipho, a veteran jazz singer from Gqeberha 
who was awarded a lifetime achievement award by the Department of 
Sport, Recreation, Arts and Culture (DSRAC) for having dedicated her 
whole life to music. 

Her band, the 1970’s hit jazz group PE Soul Jazzmen performed in street 
corners, weddings, concerts and wherever they could find gigs - the love 
of music kept them together.

“We were under the rule of apartheid, things were hard in the world of 
the arts. It is heartening to see the youth of today being afforded the 
knowledge, platforms and opportunities they have,” she said adding that 
her musical talent has been passedon to her daughter Titi Luzipho, who is 
also a jazz singer.

Accepting the award, nostalgic and tearful Luzipho broke into a blues 
song and said, “The feeling of holding this award is like nothing I’ve ever 
felt before. I wish my fellow band members had felt it before they passed. 
A big heartfelt thanks for the recognition.”

Luzipho still continues doing music and has shared the stage with 
numerous celebrated names in the entertainment industry like Dorothy 
Masuku, Feya Faku, McCoy Mrubata and Judith Sepuma.

The prestigious Provincial Arts and Culture Awards ceremony, hosted by 

the Department at the East London Golf Club on the 5th of May 2022 was 
in recognition of individuals, groups, organisations or institutions who 
have displayed professional excellence in the arts and culture sector of 
the province.

19 winners who are professionals in music, language, visual and 
performing arts, as well as indigenous knowledge, were selected by 
a team of adjudicators from a public nomination process. Special 
recognition was bestowed on eight Eastern Cape-born awardees. These 
included veteran broadcaster, Dr Noxolo Grootboom, legendary actor, 
content producer and director Jet Novuka and the magnificent actress 
extraordinaire, Vathiswa Ndara.

Addressing the attendees at the event, DSRAC former MEC Fezeka 
Nkomonye referred to the Eastern Cape as the hub of culture, creativity 
and heritage; adding that  even though there is a vast amount of talent 
in the Eastern Cape, most of it leaves the province in search of greener 
pastures elsewhere. 

“We have a task to create a nurturing environment for our 
artists. We also have a responsibility to make sure they 
receive the necessary support and platforms to showcase 
their talent so as to earn a living through their craft,”  
she said.

Zavela Makwabe

  
DSRAC HOD Ms Sibongile Mpofu and former MEC Fezeka Nkomonye 
with MEC’s special awards recipients
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TWINNING 
AGREEMENT TO 
STRENGTHEN  
RELATIONS  
BETWEEN EC  
AND THE GER-
MAN STATE OF 
LOWER  
SAXONY
 
A delegation from the German Federal State 
of Lower Saxony, led by Interior and Sport 
Head of Department (HOD), Nils Hilmer and 
the head of Sport, Ms Vera Plath descended 
on the Eastern Cape shores recently to fur-
ther solidify the current twinning agreement 
between the two governments, mainly fo-
cused on sport development; and also look 
at further cooperation within the area of po-
lice services.

The Department of Sport, Recreation, 
Arts and Culture (DSRAC) runs several 
programmes jointly with the State of Lower 
Saxony, with some projects implemented 
by federations throughout the province. 
These include sport development, federation 
support, inter-regional and international 
competitions, as well as athletes and 
youth leadership support programmes. 
The delegation visited some of these 
programmes to see the work done by the 
department and volunteers from Lower 
Saxony who are based in various locations 
throughout the province, including East 
London, Gqeberha, Jeffreys Bay, Port 
Alfred, Ntabozuko, Bulungula and Coffee 
Bay; and are directly involved in the schools 
operations, teaching the learners in various 
sports like soccer, swimming, triathlon and 
canoeing, among others.

The twinning agreement is born out of a Joint 
Declaration of Intent signed by the provincial
government and that of the German Federal 
State of Lower Saxony on 20 October 
2015, largely focusing on the International 
Voluntary Service Sports Exchange 
Programmes between the Landessportbund 
Niedersachsen and the DSRAC, wherein 
teams, coaches and team officials exchange 
different techniques and opinions on how to 
improve competing with each other.

Sivuyile Ngaba

It was fun and games at the 
Mbizeni Stadium in Dukathole 
township at Maletswai, as the
Department of Sport, 
Recreation, Arts and Culture 
(DSRAC) in partnership with 
Old Mutual, handed over two 
refurbished netball courts on 
Friday,13 May 2022.

Under the theme: ‘Old Mutual 
and DSRAC changing lives in 
our communities’- the event 
attested to the great things 
that can be achieved when 
the public and private sector 
work together for the benefit of 
communities.

The handover followed the MEC’s 
40km Charity Run held in 2021 
to raise funds for sport bras 
and netball courts for women in 
the Eastern Cape. Old Mutual 
partnered with DSRAC through 
this initiative and committed to 
refurbish a netball facility.

Handing over the refurbished 
netball court to the local 
municipality, DSRAC former 
MEC, Fezeka Nkomonye said 
government alone cannot deal 
with the infrastructure backlog 
in the province.

“We continue to urge the 
private sector to come on board 
and help us build sporting 
infrastructure in the province, 
especially infrastructure that 
speaks to women-dominated 
sporting codes.” 

“As we prepare for the 2023 
Netball World Cup, we call on 
individuals and corporates 
to heed the call. We are very 
thankful to Old Mutual for the 
generosity and support,” she 
said.

Five schools were identified by 
DSRAC to which a donation of 
sporting equipment comprising 

of balls, agility ladders, cones, 
kits, among others, were 
handed over on the day.

Walter Sisulu Local Municipality 
mayor Vania Davids expressed 
excitement as she accepted 
and welcomed what she called 
a gift to the community of 
Dukathole. She promised that 
the community will make good 
use of the facility to produce 
professional netball players at 
provincial, national and also on 
an international level.

The programme also included 
an awareness drive to mobilise 
support for the 2023 Netball 
World Cup that will be held in 
Cape Town next year.

The newly renovated
 Mbizeni Netball Courts

Zavela Makwabe

DSRAC & OLD MUTUAL: 
changing lives 
through sport



MUSEUMS AS 
CENTRES OF 
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EDUCATIONAL 
EXCELLENCE
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“I have so many fond memories of Bay 
World Museum as I use to visit annually 
with my primary school. And now I am 
standing excited in the same museum 
again, this time around to have won a 
trip to Robben Island in Cape Town,” 
said an elated Ammaar Salie from a 
grade 12 learner from Uitenhage High 
School, expressing his jubilation at 
being announced as the overall winner 
of the 2022 International Museums Day 
school competition, at the Eastern Cape 
Government’s Internal Museums Day (IMD) 
celebrations in Gqeberha on May 24, 2022.

The competition formed part of the 
Department of Sport, Recreation, Arts and 
Culture’s annual programme to educate the 
public about the importance of museums. 
School competitions were held throughout 
the eight districts of the province, 
where Grade 12 learners were given an 
opportunity to explore their knowledge of 
museums through essay writing. The essay 
was based on the theme -  ‘Celebrating the 
life and times of John Knox Bokwe: The 
power of museums in memoralising icons.’ 

Salie and other top three performers won 
a laptop, received participation certificates 
and an opportunity to go to a week-long 
Summer School Camp at Robben Island 
Museum, an opportunity to participate in a 
national dialogue, and be empowered on 
life-skills and career guidance in museology 
computers.

Former DSRAC MEC Fezeka Nkomonye 
was the keynote speaker on the day. 
“Today’s event is hosted to ensure our 
stakeholders and community members, 
and more importantly, the learners get a 
better understanding of the importance 

and significance of museum institutions 
as centres of cultural and educational 
excellence.” 

“The role of museums in our 
society is changing and they keep 
reinventing themselves in their 
quest to become more interactive, 
audience focused, community - 
oriented, flexible, adaptable and 
mobile. They have thus become 
cultural hubs that are functioning 
as platforms where creativity 
combines with knowledge, and 
where visitors can also co-create, 
share and interact.”

“While the primary mission of our 
museums is collections, conservation, 
communication, research, exhibition, it 
is worth mentioning that museums have 
transformed their practices to remain 
closer to the communities they serve,” she 
concluded. 

The International Museums Day is an 
annual event celebrated on 18 May by the 
worldwide community to raise awareness 
on the importance of museums in the 
development of our society – as important 
means of cultural exchange, enrichment 
of cultures and development of mutual  
understanding , cooperation and peace 
among people. This international event is 
coordinated annually by the International 
Council of Museums (ICOM) and was 
established in 1977.

Bayworld Museum 
representatives showing
reptiles to learners during the 
Internal Museum Day
in Gqeberha

Sivuyile Ngaba
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EC shines at Mozambique 
BOXING CHAMPIONSHIPS
The South African Amateur 
Boxing team made not only the 
boxing fraternity but the
entire country proud when they 
scooped five gold medals, two 
silver and three bronze medals 
at the Zone Four Elite Boxing 
Championships that took 
place from 18 - 20 April 2022 
in Maputo, Mozambique – with 
three of the five gold medals 
coming from the Eastern Cape.
The team of 19 boxers, made 
up of six females and 13 males 
was assembled in Dundee
two months ago and underwent 
extensive preparations and a 
weeklong camp.

Flying the Eastern Cape flag 
high were Lubabalo Lusizi, 
Amzolele Dyeyi and Simnikiwe
Bongco who scooped gold 
medals. Mandisile Xayimpi and 
Vuyolwethu Dila took home 
silver medals, while Asanda 
Ndlebe, Zikhona Mayoli and 
Sinovuyo Mtintelwa walked 
away with bronze medals.

Mazizi Vumazonke, president 
of the Eastern Cape Amateur 
Boxing Organisation (ECABO)
expressed his heartfelt thanks 
for the outpouring of love and 
support to the Department of 
Sports, Recreation, Arts and 

Culture, the Eastern Cape 
Academy of Sports and all the 
supporters.

“As our female boxers prepare 
for their participation in the 
World Games, we are looking 
forward to making a mark as 
ECABO” said Vumazonke. 
“Again in 2024, we will make the 
province of the Eastern Cape 
proud in Paris,” he said.

Amzolele ‘Globe’ Dyeyi from Buffalo 
City Metro who won  a gold medal  

Zavela Makwabe

FREEDOM DAY MESSAGE: CHALLENGES 
SHOULD NOT OVERSHADOW OUR DEMOCRACY

We as the country need 
to celebrate our hard-
earned freedom and 
democracy, and this
should not be 
overshadowed by the 
challenges facing the 
country, particularly the 
Eastern Cape Province.

Government echoed 
these sentiments at 
the National Freedom 
Day celebrations where 
the President Cyril 
Ramaphosa highlighted 
the gains made by 
government since the 
don of democracy.

“In democratic SA, 
81% of people live 
in formal housing. 
Nine out of 10 South 
Africans have
access to clean 
water and more than 
85% have access 
to electricity. Basic 
education and health 
care is no longer the 
privilege of a few, but 
available to all.”

Although the country 
celebrated National 
Freedom Day under the 
theme: ‘Consolidate 
ourdemocratic 

gains’ to mark the 
country’s transition 
from apartheid 
to democracy; 
the Eastern Cape 
Government dedicated 
the 2022 celebrations 
held at Ugie to the 
life and times of the 
late academic and 
musician, Reverend 
John Knox Bokwe.

Rev Bokwe, 
contributed to the 
building of a number of 
schools and churches 
in the early1900s when 
he was posted in Ugie 
as a Reverend of the 
Uniting Presbyterian 
Church of South Africa, 
and remains a towering 
figure over the life and 
times of the Eastern 
Cape, more so in Ugie.

Bokwe’s contribution 
to community 
development and the 
struggle for national 
liberation is seen 
as a cornerstone in 
which the provincial 
government can look 
back on and reflect 
on the work that has 
been done and is still 
to be done 28 years 

into the democratic 
dispensation.

Acting Premier Fundile 
Gade lauded what he 
called the ‘towering 
contribution’ made 
by the education 
pioneer and champion 
for development in 
the province, the late 
academic and musician 
Reverend John Knox 
Bokwe.

“Leaders today need 
to do what is called 
an introspection and 
ask themselves if they 
have the discipline, 
courage and moral 
compass to contribute 
to the gains of our 
hard-won freedom 
and democracy fought 
for by our celebrated 
heroes, or if they are 
reversing those gains,” 
he said.

To commemorate the 
legacy of the late Rev 
John Knox Bokwe, 
the Department of 
Sport, Recreation, Arts 
and Culture donated 
equipment, including 
laptops, grass cutting 
machines, basic 

sewing machines, 
plumbing sets, 
carpentry sets and 
basic tilling tools, 
particularly to young 
people so that they can 
use their skills to make 
a living.

“In democratic SA, 
81% of people live 
in formal housing. 
Nine out of 10 
South Africans 
haveaccess to 
clean water and 
more than 85% 
have access to 
electricity. Basic 
education and 
health care is 
no longer the 
privilege of a few, 
but available to 
all.”

Sivuyile Ngaba

In response to the social needs of the Dikeni 
community, the Eastern Cape government,
led by the Hon. Premier Lubabalo Oscar 
Mabuyane, handed over skills training 
equipment to the John Knox Bokwe Foundation 
and UPCSA John Knox Bokwe Memorial 
Church at the commemoration of the Provincial 
Human Rights Day on 21 March 2022 in Dikeni, 
to honour the late academic and musician 
Rev John Knox Bokwe, who is also one of the 
founding members of the University of Fort 
Hare.

The John Knox Bokwe Skills Development 
Center will oversee the equipment, which 
includes basic sewing toolkits, plumbing sets, 
lawn mowers, and computers, in order to 
equip the community by providing skills-based 
programs, information technology, psycho-
social support, and recreational activities.

“We, the people of the Eastern Cape and 
the University of Fort Hare (UFH) are forever 
indebted to Rev Bokwe for his outstanding role 
in the establishment of UFH as an institution of 
higher  learning for Africans. Rev Bokwe’s life 
story remains an important piece of the puzzle 
in the country’s heritage and the provincial 
government is working together with his family 
to make sure his legacy lives on.”

“We have a responsibility to preserves Rev 
Bokwe’s intellectual heritage and in so
doing we have to work with Lovedale TVET 
College and John Knox Bokwe Foundation. We 
commit ourselves as government to the work 
that we have already started,” said Mabuyane.

The John Knox Foundation Chairman, 
Zingisa Bokwe appreciated the support from 
government, “We are grateful for the provincial 
recognition of our great-grandfather. We 
have looked at the nature of schools around 
Ntselamanzi, and we have found most of them 
are slowly dying. We are glad that Lovedale 
TVET College is willing to partner with the 
foundation in ensuring education is preserved 
at those schools.”

This year marks a century since the death of 
Rev Bokwe on 22 February 1922. Rev Bokwe 
was one of the most celebrated Xhosa hymn 
writers and musicians in his lifetime.

He championed the importance of education 
as a human right and played a crucial role in 
the printing and producing of the two Xhosa 
newspapers of the time, Indaba and Izimvo 
Zabantsundu.

EC GOVERNMENT PRESERVES 
THE LEGACY OF John Knox Bokwe
Sivuyile Ngaba



* *  

HOW TO ACCESS SERVICE    
Visit or phone the department using 
the contact details mentioned below:
  
CONTACT DETAILS            CONTACT DETAILS  
Postal Address             Physical Address  
Private Bag X0020,             No. 5 Eales Street  
Bhisho, 5605                        Qonce, 5600 
  
Office of the HOD              Office of the MEC  
Tel: 043 492 0231/1412            Tel:043 492 1413/5  
Fax: 043 642 5309             Fax: 043 642 6759
    
COMMUNICATIONS            CUSTOMER CARE  
Tel: 043 492 0236/1023             Tel: 043 492 1389/91/1487
                                                Hotline: 0860109257
                          customercare@ecsrac.gov.za
   
CHECK OUT 
our social media platforms

GOVERNMENT BRINGS HOPE TO LUSIKISIKI  
dubbed as the rape capital of the country
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The Deputy Minister of Sport, 
Arts and Culture (DSAC), Nocawe 
Mafu led various Eastern Cape 
Provincial Departments, including 
the Department of Sport, 
Recreation, Arts and Culture 
(DSRAC) and other stakeholders 
on a week-long intervention
programme in Lusikisiki, a poor 
area now dubbed ‘the Rape 
Capital’ of the country after it 
registered the most cases of 
rape and sexual offences in the 
province.

According to the overview of the 
Eastern Cape Crime Statistics on 
crimes reported between
October and December 2021, 
Lusikisiki led with an increase of 
27 sexual offences cases since the 
previous report.

Hope that through sporting 
activities and other programmes 
brought by government, the
Lusikisiki community can 
integrate and heal, saw DSRAC`s 
participation and intervention
in an aim to curb the scourge of 

violence by harnessing the youth 
and investing in sports.

A multipurpose sports facility was 
officially opened, a netball and 
football tournament
hosted, and sports equipment 
handed over to local clubs. DSRAC 
also coordinated coaching
clinics for local club coaches and 
federations.

“There is just something about 
sport and the Eastern Cape. If 
the National Sports Awards are 
anything to go by, where Makazole 
Mapimpi took the Sportman of 
the Year Award and Siya Kolisi 
scooped the People’s Choice 
Award – it is evident that every 
national team in every sporting 
code needs a player from the 
Eastern Cape. This is a Province 
where leaders and champions 
are born,” Deputy Minister Ms 
Nocawe Mafu told the community 
of Siphaqeni during her address.

She also encouraged the 
community not to look down on 

themselves. “That is why we as
the Department brought the 
‘combi-court’ to the village of 
Esiphaqeni, it is because the 
people in rural areas are also 
worthy of the services and facilities 
enjoyed by those in sub-urban 
communities and cities,” she 
concluded.

Deputy Minister Nocawe Mafu testing 
the netball courts with a learner from

 Sigcawu Practising School

Zavela Makwabe

DISTRICT OFFICES  
ALFRED NZO:
Tel: 039 492 0281   Fax: 039 2540959 
67 Church Street  |  Mt Ayliff, 4735 
AMATHOLE:                                                                       
Tel: 043 4921782    Fax: 043 7220404 
16 Commissioner Street,  
ELCO Building  |  East London, 5200

BCM:                                                                                     
Tel: 043 4921859    Fax: 043 7220404 
16 Commissioner Street,
ELCO Building  |  East London, 5200

CHRIS HANI: 
Tel: 045 492 0027   Fax: 045 8381785
Komani Office Park,  
Komani Hospital Complex,
Komani, 5319

JOE GQABI: 
Tel: 051 492 4758    Fax: 0865661685 
Old Provincial Library Bldg,  
Maletswai, 9750

NELSON MANDELA METRO:
Tel: 041 4921233     Fax: 0866259168 
66B Ring Road  |  Greenacres,
Gqeberha 6001

OR TAMBO:  
Tel: 047 495 0675    Fax 047 53105 
5th & 6th Floor  |  Botha Sigcawu Bldg, 
Mthatha,5100

SARAH BAARTMAN: 
Tel: 046 4920200    Fax: 046  6227410
Corner Miner & African Street,  
Makhanda, 6139DSRAC EC 
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